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Session 1  
Helping children to take personal responsibility for their own 
actions- both at home and at school.
Session 2   
Who’s in control?  Reaching for the “balance” that best serves 
the needs of the whole family, and fosters optimal development 
in the school setting. 
Session 3  
Strengthening family relationships.  Building in a strong sense of 
personal security in life and a confi dent approach in addressing 
school challenges.
Session 4
The life-impacting benefi ts of learning to present acceptable 
social behaviours and attitudes in all settings.
Session 5
Behaviour-management strategies  leading to positive and 
lasting change in relationships both at home and at school

Where  Pembroke Primary School       
When    Term one – 2006  
Cost    $5 per family/session (to cover materials used)
Special offer:  
  Free child-minding service available to families in need  
  of this help

For further information, or to book a place in this program call 
9761 1121.  Brochures giving further details are available from 
Pembroke Primary School

A fi ve session parenting program aimed at strengthening 
family relationships and giving your child “the learning 
edge.”   Sponsored by Mooroolbark Christian Fellowship

I’ve just come inside from playing with my 
grandson… we’d been happily tipping water from 
one container to another.  He was disappointed 
when I left – it had been so pleasant being 
together! 

Have you ever wondered 
about our human need for 
spending time with other 
people?  

Not only do we enjoy time together, but we 
depend upon it! Can you imagine a one-person 
school, team, congregation, corporation or club? 

Mooroolbark is very fortunate to be the 
home of many community groups, such as the 
SES, CFA, Lions and CWA – a host of sporting 
and cultural  groups that serve the community in 
varied practical ways.  And we shouldn’t overlook 
those that provide for our educational, church, 
health and business needs. Communities are 
strengthened by – and depend upon all such 
organisations.

Recently, I’ve noticed an encouraging trend in 
Mooroolbark, which will dramatically strengthen 
the sustainable fabric of our community.  In the 
previous edition of Living Today, we reported 
on our second annual Community Planting Day 
– an event where the Shire and our Mooroolbark 
community worked together to beautify part of 
our township.  It was immediately obvious that 
people enjoyed laughing and productively working 
together, in spite of the murky, cold day.  What 
was not quite so obvious was the fact that so 
many community groups were partnering together 

for the common good!  We’re 
hoping even more community 
groups will participate in the 
2006 Planting Day.

In recent months, we 
have seen more examples 
like this, where local groups 
have worked together to bring 
about constructive mutual 
benefi t. 

Partnerships 
between various 
community groups 
tend to produce 
stronger networks 
and helpful 
outcomes that benefi t the entire 
community. 

By contrast, community groups working 
solely for their own ends tend to achieve limited 
outcomes because their somewhat parochial 
interests have not been considered in the light of 
overall community needs.

The challenge for all of us lies in developing 
and enhancing opportunities to work alongside 
other groups within the community.  On the 
evening of Friday December 9 at Hookey Park, 
our annual Mooroolbark Carols by Candlelight 
will occur. This year, community partnering 
has expanded to involve the Lions Club, SES, 
local churches, Croydon Citizens Band, and all 
Mooroolbark Primary schools. Don’t forget to 

mark your calendar, so that 
you can enjoy the occasion!

Early in 2006, on 
Saturday April 8, Celebrate 
Mooroolbark will again take 
place in the environs around 
the Community Centre. 
Already an organising 
committee comprising 
representatives from the 
Community Bank, Lions, 
Philatelic club, Guides, 
CWA, Mooroolbark Christian 
Fellowship, the Shire, 
Traders, sporting and 
school groups has begun 
work to prepare a day we 

can enjoy together to enhance and celebrate our 
community.

Recently, too, as Living Today has reported, 
we have seen the formation of MAP Mooroolbark 
Inc. – a group of individuals from various 
community groups who are committed to 
partnership on the long-term goal of inclusively 
developing plans for the future of Mooroolbark. 

If you – or your group – would like to become 
more actively involved in some of the partnerships 
that are emerging within Mooroolbark – or, if 
you have ideas that you 
believe would be useful in 
enhancing our township and 
community, please contact 
me at Living Today.

Randall Bourchier

People in some communities are drawn together in very dynamic ways by the way they value their heritage.  For example, some communities in 
Scotland and Ireland treasure their traditional music.  In those countries, it is still not uncommon to see people of all ages happily sharing in singing 
traditional songs – and doing so with great energy and much laughter.

So, what heritage might we treasure in Mooroolbark? Do we have something of unique importance to the nation and beyond?  Yes, we do!
Did you know that Peter Watts, the Director of Historic Houses Trust of NSW wrote about our Mooroolbark treasure (and its creator Edna Walling) in 

the following glowing terms? 
“Bickleigh Vale Village is a place of exceptional 

signifi cance.  In the history of town planning in this 
country it is almost without parallel.  Perhaps a little 
of the work of Walter Burley Griffi n is comparable, 
but it was neither as far-sighted, nor as unique a 
concept, as that of Bickleigh Vale.  That the village is 
still in existence, and to a large extent unchanged, is 
extraordinary.  That it was so well documented… adds 
immeasurably to its importance.  Its association with 
Edna Walling makes it a place of modern pilgrimage…”

So here are some challenges to consider…
•  What can you discover about Bickleigh Vale and 

Edna Walling?
•  Can you locate Bickleigh Vale and take your 

friends walking through this beautiful neighbourhood?
•  Can we encourage our local schools to 

incorporate information about Bickleigh Vale and Edna 
Walling into all levels of their curriculum?

Community Partnerships     
We all benefi t

a mooroolbark 
   treasure

Life Skills Parenting Program

The fi lm will be screened under the stars (weather permitting).  BBQ Come at 7.30pm to join a family 
sausage sizzle at affordable prices.  The screening will commence after 8pm with free ice-cream, tea 
and coffee.

The fi lm cannot be announced at this stage, due to uncertainty about the proposed plans for digital 
fi lming equipment to replace the existing fi lm projector system in the Community Centre.
Book your tickets at the Community Centre from December 1st.  The fi lm to be shown will be advertised 
in the centre by that time.  See ya there!

Free 
 Family Film  
    Night

Thursday 26th January 2006 Mooroolbark Christian Fellowship, in 
partnership with Mooroolbark Community 
Centre is pleased to offer this school 
holidays program/fi lm night as a free 
service to our community. 
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The Mooroolbark Scout Group, situated in Marion Ave., provides scouting opportunities for boys and girls from the ages of 6 to 
17 years.  Weekly meetings are held during school terms. Participants take part in a wide range of indoor and outdoor activities 
designed to build both self - reliance and team skills.
Joey Scouts 
Joey Scouts are aged 6-7 years. They meet on Fridays 6:30 – 7:30 and are taught about sharing, about nature and about the world 
around them. They also enjoy trips to interesting places.
Cub Scouts   
Cub Scouts are 8-10 year-olds and take part in indoor camps and occasional camps under canvas.  They meet 7:00 – 8:30 pm on 
Wednesdays.
Scouts 
Scouts take part in outdoor camps, often combined with such activities such as bush-walking, canoeing, water and snow skiing, and 
rock-climbing.  These 11-14 year olds meet each Thursday from 7:00 pm –9:00 pm.
Venturer Scouts  
Venturer Scouts is for 15-17 year olds.  They meet 
on Wednesday evenings from 8:00 pm – 10 pm 
and take part in much more independent activities.  
They are encouraged to become more self reliant 
members of the community. 
 Beyond Venturers, scouts are encouraged to 
go on to Rover Scouts and/or to take up leadership 
roles in  the Scouting movement.
 For information about Mooroolbark Scouts or 
any aspect of Scouting Australia, you are invited to 
contact Group Leader, Rob Lowe on 9726 8452 or 
check out the website: www.vicscouts.asn.au.

Mooroolbark Scout Group

On November 26th Mooroolbark College’s Cycling team consisting 
of 15 students, two teachers and two adults embark on the Great 
Victorian Bike Ride- six hundred kilometres from Swan Hill to Heidelberg 
along the Murray to the Yarra River.  The ride concludes on the 4th 
December.  College P.E. teachers suggested students enter the ride to 
encourage physical activity, healthy eating, the challenge and teamwork.
 The team trained together on weekends helping to form strong 
bonds within the group.  During the fi nal weekend of preparation, they 
travelled the bush trail to Warburton, pitching their tents to stay overnight 

and return the next morning. Teacher Ms Charlene Compt says “All the 
students were very excited about the venture and it had been great to 
see how much their fi tness levels have improved.  They have put in quite 
a bit of training to prepare the team for the tough challenge.”
 Many other students from the College have already expressed 
interest for the ride next year.  By the time you receive this edition of 
Living Today you may have already heard how the team went
 
Karen Hartley

Mooroolbark Lawn Bowls Club has recently enjoyed a signifi cant 
time of celebration.  On August 27th, members enjoyed 
a special dinner to mark the occasion of the club’s silver 

anniversary.  At the dinner, speakers refl ected on the life of the club 
– starting with a meeting of just over 40 people in 1980 and growing 
to be a signifi cant organization in local community life.  The club takes 
great pride in its short but eventful history.

Another signifi cant moment took place at a dinner-dance in the 
clubrooms on Saturday October 23rd.  At this function, Eric Stevens 
and Pam Drummond represented the club in handing over fi nal payment 
to the shire for the wonderful facilities the club enjoys and now fully 
owns.  Mayor, David Hodgett was on hand to receive this fi nal payment.
Congratulations to all at MLBC for the remarkable achievements 
realised  in these fi rst 25 years. Well done!

O
n Wednesday, September 14th. a large group of friends and colleagues gathered at Pembroke Primary School to wish Linda Ogden 
every happiness for her future.  Linda retired from the position of school secretary, after almost 20 years in that role. On the night, 
various speakers referred to the wonderful personal qualities that Linda brought to the job – qualities that made her an outstanding 
contributor to school life in all sorts of ways: Her “chirpy” personality, kindness to all and personal integrity also made her a greatly 

loved and highly respected member of the school staff and community.
 Linda worked with six school principals during that time.  All were present on the 
night to wish her well and to add their personal stories and thanks for her dedicated 
service to the school.  School Council President, Niquita Meyers, thanked Linda for 
her highly valued work and presented her with some diamond ear-rings on behalf of 
everybody present.  A delightfully entertaining video, depicting various aspects of 
Linda’s contribution to school life, was prepared and presented by school parent, 
Michelle Whatnall.
 Linda is looking forward to extra time to visit with her family and grandchildren 
in Adelaide and with her two sons in England, and some time for further travel with 
husband, Mike.
 In refl ecting on her years at Pembroke, Linda referred to the personal relationships 
that she has built up with so many children and their families as a special aspect of 
her time at Pembroke.  These relationships, of course, will continue as she constantly 
meets with members of the Pembroke community around Mooroolbark.
 A big thank you Linda, from all of your friends at Pembroke.  Best wishes for the 
future.

Scouting is the largest youth organisation in Victoria with over 26,000 members, 
including 5,000 trained adult leaders.

Mooroolbark students enter the Great Victorian Bike Ride

Time for 
celebration at 
Mooroolbark     
  Lawn Bowls    
   Club

Farewell Linda

celebration at

Group Leader Rob Lowe            Cubs Leader Julie McKay
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Chrysalis Insight Inc. is a not-for-profi t organisation that is committed to 
rebuilding and connecting community to lessen the destructive effects of 
problem gambling.  Social isolation and community disconnectedness is very 
often the catalyst for excessive and problematic gambling, especially on Poker 
machines. In 2001 Chrysalis Inc opened The Chapel restaurant, Lilydale, in an 
attempt to provide a viable and accessible recreational alternative to those 
affected. After 3 years of successfully operating one ‘3rd place’ (the 1st being 
home, the 2nd work), Chrysalis now would like to take the concept, and all 
that was learned through the operation of The Chapel restaurant, to the wider 
community and explore possibilities of involving additional businesses and 
venues to reach and support more people.
 Our aim is to build a network of people-friendly 3rd places by providing 
existing venues with the staff training, resources, event management and 
support and then market them to the community as welcoming, safe and 
engaging environments.  Like safety houses, these 3rd places would be 
branded with an attractive, easily recognisable sticker highlighting the fact 
that this public venues balance the need to support community spirit with their 
business operations.

Like to Help?
3rd Places will: encourage social interaction; support communication 
between people; be inclusive, tolerant and safe.

You can support the work of Chrysalis Insight Inc. 
• Become a member of Chrysalis Insight Inc ($20 membership fee applies)
• Nominate your business venue to become a 3rd place venue
• Volunteer your time and skills
• Donate goods or services
• Make a donation by cash or cheque

For further information please contact:  Gabriela Byrne on 9844 0652 or 
Kerryn Harrington on 0427 522 540.

“ ”

Plans are well under way for  Mooroolbark’s  local festival for 2006.  

Festival date: Saturday April 8th following on after the Commonwealth Games.  
Venue: Our local Community Centre and surrounds.

The proposed theme for 2006 is “Fun and Games.”  Please note the date on your calendar 
and plan to be here for our annual celebration of all that is good in our local community.

Community groups, clubs and organisations, traders and local residents are invited to 
contact the organising committee, through the Community Centre, to fi nd ways to participate in 
this special fun-day in Mooroolbark.

It is a day for all ages with activities for younger children (some provided free of charge), 
stage presentations by local personalities throughout the day,  a street parade, a wide range of 
stalls and to visit, demonstrations to enjoy, and food stalls (at family-friendly prices) to help keep 
up the energy.

A feature of the day will be the planned Community Games – giving opportunity to join in 
some healthy fun and exercise. 

Any groups, traders or companies wishing to participate in sponsorship – with 
accompanying opportunities to advertise on the day - are invited to contact the Community 
Centre for relevant information.

We look forward to a great community event on April 8th 2006.

To celebrate the Spring Racing Carnival, and to also send the 
message that different things are happening at Mooroolbark 
Library, a fashion show took place on Friday 21st October.

 Polly & Liz, the two ladies in the offi ce at the library, came up with 
the idea of putting on a fashion show for library members and anybody 
else who wanted to attend.  They are trying to overcome the long held 
idea that libraries are there purely for the loan of books.
 They approached Bev in “Once Loved” (Manchester Rd) who was 
only too happy to provide the clothing.  Bricey’s Delicatessen-Cafe 
generously donated nibblies, cheese and savoury dips whilst the library 
provided the champagne at a very discounted price courtesy of Rick’s 
bottle shop in IGA.
 A couple of models were required, so Polly and Liz  brushed up 
on their catwalk techniques whilst Bev provided the commentary.  A 
very enjoyable hour or so was had by all who attended.   Other “out of 
character” events are scheduled for the near future, so keep your eyes 
on the library’s coming events.

Our Toy Library is a service offered  to local 
families.  It is a non-profi t organisation run 

by voluntary committee members. 
 The toys offered cater for children 
from birth to 6 years.  They include 
rattles, puzzles, dress-ups, musical, 
large toys (slides, bikes) building & 
construction, developmental type toys 
and games. 
 The library helps:  Grand-parents 
who are looking after children on a 
regular basis;  Parents who wish to 
borrow larger toys for birthday parties;  
Families wishing to “try before they 
buy” on toys;  Parents seeking access 
to new toys every fortnight – to provide 
variety;  In providing an inexpensive 
way to borrow age-appropriate toys as 
children develop.
 A great idea, at this time of year, 
is to offer a family the gift of a toy library 
membership for a year.
 For further information about this 
community service please contact the 
program co-ordinator, Stephanie, on 9735 1448

The 3rd Place 

 Gabriela Byrne

 Recreational alternative to gaming venues
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Congratulations to Steve and Jenny 
Carlyon on the opening of their new business 
TERRABITS COMPUTERS situated next to 
IGA in “The Terrace.” Their stated mission 
is to provide “good quality products at very 
competitive prices- with an excellent back-up 
service.”

They offer a full range of computer services 
for home users and for small businesses:  
New computers systems - custom built to 
client requirements; Repairs Service Hardware 
Upgrades; Business servicing; Parts and 
Peripherals.  

Jenny is well known in the area for her 
work in kinder groups and school committees.  
Steve has built a solid reputation in the area in 
the fi eld of computer sales and services.  They 
have four children aged 15-7 years who are 
involved with Mooroolbark Football Club and 
the Mooroolbark Flashers Basketball Teams.  
We wish Steve and Jenny every success in 
their new venture.

Trader News

New Computer Systems Repairs Service Parts & Peripherals



6   LIVINGTODAY

ISSUE 14   DECEMBER 2005

7   LIVINGTODAY

ISSUE 14 DECEMBER 2005

Chrysalis Insight Inc. is a not-for-profi t organisation that is committed to 
rebuilding and connecting community to lessen the destructive effects of 
problem gambling.  Social isolation and community disconnectedness is very 
often the catalyst for excessive and problematic gambling, especially on Poker 
machines. In 2001 Chrysalis Inc opened The Chapel restaurant, Lilydale, in an 
attempt to provide a viable and accessible recreational alternative to those 
affected. After 3 years of successfully operating one ‘3rd place’ (the 1st being 
home, the 2nd work), Chrysalis now would like to take the concept, and all 
that was learned through the operation of The Chapel restaurant, to the wider 
community and explore possibilities of involving additional businesses and 
venues to reach and support more people.
 Our aim is to build a network of people-friendly 3rd places by providing 
existing venues with the staff training, resources, event management and 
support and then market them to the community as welcoming, safe and 
engaging environments.  Like safety houses, these 3rd places would be 
branded with an attractive, easily recognisable sticker highlighting the fact 
that this public venues balance the need to support community spirit with their 
business operations.

Like to Help?
3rd Places will: encourage social interaction; support communication 
between people; be inclusive, tolerant and safe.

You can support the work of Chrysalis Insight Inc. 
• Become a member of Chrysalis Insight Inc ($20 membership fee applies)
• Nominate your business venue to become a 3rd place venue
• Volunteer your time and skills
• Donate goods or services
• Make a donation by cash or cheque

For further information please contact:  Gabriela Byrne on 9844 0652 or 
Kerryn Harrington on 0427 522 540.

“ ”

Plans are well under way for  Mooroolbark’s  local festival for 2006.  

Festival date: Saturday April 8th following on after the Commonwealth Games.  
Venue: Our local Community Centre and surrounds.

The proposed theme for 2006 is “Fun and Games.”  Please note the date on your calendar 
and plan to be here for our annual celebration of all that is good in our local community.

Community groups, clubs and organisations, traders and local residents are invited to 
contact the organising committee, through the Community Centre, to fi nd ways to participate in 
this special fun-day in Mooroolbark.

It is a day for all ages with activities for younger children (some provided free of charge), 
stage presentations by local personalities throughout the day,  a street parade, a wide range of 
stalls and to visit, demonstrations to enjoy, and food stalls (at family-friendly prices) to help keep 
up the energy.

A feature of the day will be the planned Community Games – giving opportunity to join in 
some healthy fun and exercise. 

Any groups, traders or companies wishing to participate in sponsorship – with 
accompanying opportunities to advertise on the day - are invited to contact the Community 
Centre for relevant information.

We look forward to a great community event on April 8th 2006.

To celebrate the Spring Racing Carnival, and to also send the 
message that different things are happening at Mooroolbark 
Library, a fashion show took place on Friday 21st October.
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generously donated nibblies, cheese and savoury dips whilst the library 
provided the champagne at a very discounted price courtesy of Rick’s 
bottle shop in IGA.
 A couple of models were required, so Polly and Liz  brushed up 
on their catwalk techniques whilst Bev provided the commentary.  A 
very enjoyable hour or so was had by all who attended.   Other “out of 
character” events are scheduled for the near future, so keep your eyes 
on the library’s coming events.
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F
ollowing our article “Values? 
What Values?” in the last edition 
of Living Today, you may be 
wondering what happens next.  
It’s all very well to talk on about 

theory and principles - but how does 
this really work?  How can “values” fi nd 
their way into the day-to-day life of the 
classroom, for example?  That is, without 
being intrusive or simply addressed in the 
abstract.
 For this issue of Living Today we look 
at the way these have been worked into 
the life of one class in a nearby school.  
The class discovered that arriving at a 
common understanding of what the values 
mean is not as diffi cult as it may seem.  

The Golden Rule
 Take, for example, the Golden Rule.  
Most of us know of it from the words of the 
New Testament: “Do to others as you would 
have them do to you1.”  But notice the way 
it pops up in similar terms in other cultures:
• Do as you would be done by (Persian);
• One should seek for others, the 
happiness one desire's for one's self 
(Buddhist);
• The true rule of life is to guard and do 
by the things of others, as they do by their 
own (Hindu);
• What you would not wish done to 
yourself, do not do to others (Chinese);
• Let none of you treat his brother in a 
way he himself would not like to be treated 
(Muslim).

Applying the Principles

 Recognising the vital 
importance of modelling, 
the teachers took up the 
challenge to model the values 
in the classroom, in the ways 
they themselves addressed 

and related to the children.  

This involved applying practices such as 
seeking fi rst to understand (rather than 
demanding to be understood), consistently 
keeping their word, being courteous & 
showing kindnesses, making what is 
expected clear, being loyal and fair, ready 
to apologise, and open to feedback.2  All 
this aimed at building a relationship of 
mutual respect, the foundation of all social 
learning.
 But modelling is only the fi rst step.  
The next is to engage the children 
themselves by working in collaboration 
with them.  How?  Starting for example, 
where the children are at.  What is the 
expected behaviour they have of each 
other, they were asked  What standards 
should be upheld?  And then through 
discussion, exploration and other forms 
of dialogue, what values do these refl ect?  
Which in turn leads to discovering other 
values that are important - and how these 
might be expressed and maintained.  All 
this in the context of practical friendship 
(which includes recognising and respecting 
each other’s goals and roles).

Hands On in the Classroom
 In following this process, one Grade 6 
class came up with: co-operation; honesty; 
fairness; consideration; and trust, as 
“values to live and work by”.  Together 
they produced colourful posters illustrating 
and explaining each of these, which then 
formed an ongoing banner across their 
classroom noticeboard.  These remained 
there as a reference point whenever such 
issues came up.  The important thing was 
these were values they themselves had 
identifi ed and thoroughly understood - not 
ones that someone else had pinned up and 
pointed them to.
 They were also encouraged to explore 
these values beyond the classroom (you 
might try this one in your family).  They 

were asked to go home and perform one 
“random act of kindness” for a family 
member.  Then they had to write up what 
they did, the response they received, 
and how they felt about the outcome.  
Interestingly, an initial response received 
by several was, “What do you want?”  A 
good refl ection of the scepticism of our 
times.
 As they worked through the results and 
discussed them later, they recognised that 
if they were to do the acts of kindness 
more often, such responses would 
probably change.  From this came a 
further recognising that saying thank-you 
to nice things done is also an important 
value to practice.
 One more exercise they tackled was 
in the context of supporting Operation 
Christmas Child - a charitable project 
sponsored by the Samaritans Purse 
organisation, this year focusing on children 
in the tsunami affected areas.  Each of the 
Grade 6 students was asked to do a job 
or task they hadn’t tackled before, to earn 
$2 for the project.  This would than be 
used to fi ll the boxes with items suitable 
for children of a similar age to themselves, 
but living in a far less favourable 
environment.   By this process two grades 
fi lled four boxes. In addition, another 
eleven boxes were fi lled by supplementary 
donations from students and their families.  
 In this way they 
found and experienced 
that joy of giving which 
is part and parcel of 
the Golden Rule.   
      
Terry Villiers

At 4pm on October 17th, the 
Mooroolbark Community 
Centre was buzzing as 150 

Red Earth Cluster teachers talked 
together, discussed innovative 
ideas and wandered through 
displays of teacher research 
projects.  Collectively, the teachers 
of Bimbadeen Heights Primary, 
Mooroolbark East Primary, Kilysth 
Primary, Manchester Primary 
and Mooroolbark College have 
undertaken over 100 projects this 

years which explore creative ways 
to develop engaging and authentic 
student learning.  An inspiring 
welcome by Kilysth Principal, Allan 
Thatcher was followed by lively 
speeches by representatives from 
each school ending with afternoon 
tea. Community members and 
parents have had the unique 
experience of being able to visit the 
display during the week.  
    
      Robyn Floyd

Operation Christmas 

Educat ion  EXPO                 
  VALUES 

Hands     
  On

Think of 
others’ 

feelings

Lend a 

helping hand

Put your best 

foot forward

See the good in others

Have the guts to do 

the right thing

Care about people

Actions speak 
louder than words

1  Luke 6:31       2  Adapted from Stephen Coves ‘The Seven Healthy Habits of Highly Effective People’ (1989)
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When Geoffrey Steven Kyeyune fi rst visited 
St.Margaret’s Uniting Church in 1996 
he brought the manuscript of a book. As a 

qualifi ed social worker leading an organisation in 
Kampala, Uganda, which was becoming successful 
in providing self-improvement programs for street 
youths, Geoffrey wanted to pass on experiences he’d 
gained.  Experiences which could support more African 
children.  Hand written on scrap paper gathered from 
multiple sources, he did not have access to publishing 
technology.
 Jean Lardner, shown here reuniting with Geoffrey 
during his most recent visit in October this year, 
volunteered to type the rough pages - no mean effort 
since signifi cant proportions were in Swahili!  Geoffrey 
returned to Africa with the gift of 25 spiral-bound 
photocopies.
 But one copy was all that was necessary for a 
much larger organisation to see the need to publicise 
this story.  They funded a version with colour photos 
and three years later, as the experiences of Rubaga 
Youth Development Association (RYDA) grew, a second 
book followed.  In the next triennium RYDA had grown 
from rented back street premises supporting 30 

vulnerable youths to its own 7 acre site supporting 
200 youths through nurture and vocational training.  
Geoffrey, as Executive Director, was now being invited 
to other African countries to advise on establishing 
similar programs.
In this decade, since a chance meeting brought 
together the people of St. Margaret’s with orphaned 
and vulnerable street youths of Kampala and their 
social workers, the gifts have continued to fl ow - in 
both directions.  RYDA is richer through facilities 
sponsored by St. Margaret’s and the existence of these 
facilities has encouraged others to add their support.  
Every member of St. Margaret’s is richer through 
personal contact with friends who have brought the 
reality of a widely different human story to our kitchen 
tables.
 More details of this continuing exchange can 
be found on the RYDA web site at: http://www.
blackdouglas.com.au/ryda

 RYDA and St. Margaret’s would value your 
prayers.  If you would like to ask more questions, 
or add your support in other ways, contact St. 
Margaret’s church offi ce on 9723 7323.

Douglas Williams

One  aspect  of  life  at Mooroolbark  
Christian  Fellowship, that gives its 
members  a  great deal of  pleasure  and  

satisfaction,  is  the opportunity the church has 
to support a  small  “sister church” in  a  remote 
area of the Solomon Islands.  
 The  church  of  about  70  people  is situated  
at  Qiloe Village  on  the island of Ranongga 
- in the Western Province.  Gizo, capital of the 
Province, is renowned for the outstanding game-
fi shing and scuba-diving available in the area.  For 
some years, however, little tourism took place as 
the day to day life in this beautiful tropical land 
was ravaged by armed fi ghting between ethnic 
groups.  Over a period of a few years, the country 
was brought to its knees both economically and 
administratively.
 Thankfully, things are beginning to return to 
normal largely through the assistance, commenced 
in 2003, by neighbouring Pacifi c countries, 
including Australia.  Throughout those troubled 
years and up to the present, the people have 
struggled with a severe lack of basic necessities.  
During that time Mooroolbark Christian Fellowship 
has been able to help and support this small 
community with much needed materials such 
as basic equipment for the local clinic, fi rst aid 
supplies in the village, school books and stationery, 
kindergarten equipment, hand sewing machines and 
material, etc.  They have also forwarded bibles and 
teaching aids to support the work of the church. 
A recent initiative has been the help given to set 
up small enterprises aimed at providing regular 
income for the community.
 As an on-going part of MCF’s contribution, 
a representative couple from Mooroolbark visit 
with the church once each year to encourage the 
villagers and to determine how best to help them in 

the year ahead. 
    This “sister Church” relationship 
has proven to be a most enjoyable 
experience for all concerned.

Dame Nellie Melba 
GBE died on February 
23, 1931 in Sydney 

and is buried at the Lilydale 
Cemetery.
 In her lifetime, Dame 
Nellie achieved international 
recognition as a soprano 
opera singer and enjoyed an 
unrivalled ‘super-star’ status 
within Australia.  She was the 
most famous Australian of her 
time.  Melba had spent much 
of her childhood visiting this 
district as her father, David 
Mitchell, had many business 
interests in the area and was 
a local councillor.  In 1909 
she purchased ‘Coombe 
Cottage’ at Coldstream as 
her home residence, forever 
immortalising Lilydale as the 
home of Melba.
 Edna Walling is regarded 
as Australia’s foremost and 
most respected landscape 
designer.  She lived for many 
years at Mooroolbark and 
designed the famous Bickleigh 
Vale estate.  She also had 
helped Melba with the design 
of the gardens at ‘Coombe 
Cottage’.

 Three months after 
Melba passed away, 
Edna Walling initiated 
the idea of creating 
an avenue of trees 
in Mooroolbark as a 
memorial to Melba.  

The position selected for the 
avenue was along the railway, 
next to the Mooroolbark 
station.  In May 30th, 1931 
the people of Mooroolbark 
held a ‘Balloon Dance’ at the 
Mooroolbark Hall to raise funds 
to establish the memorial.  
This was so successful that 
they raised enough money 
to buy 50 silver birch trees 
as well as wooden guards 
for them.  In August 1931, 
Edna Walling planted the fi rst 
tree in a special ceremony at 
Mooroolbark.  Edna Walling 
said at the time that Silver 
Birch were chosen for the 
memorial avenue because 
“they were considered by 
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Giving is more 
than the gift

Helping our 
sister church 
in the Solomon 
Islands

experts to be the string orchestra 
of trees”.
The ‘Lilydale Express’ at the time 
stated “With a complete lack of 
ostentatiousness – but a display 
of sincerity because of that, along 
with a cheerful disregard for 
uncomfortable working conditions 
– the fi rst public memorial to 
the late Dame Nellie Melba took 
concrete form at Mooroolbark… 
It will not only present a beautiful 
aspect to local folk, but will 
also be in full view of the many 
thousands of travellers by train”.
In March the following year the 
people of Mooroolbark had a fancy 

dress ball at the Mooroolbark Hall 
this time to raise enough money 
to place a memorial plaque at the 
site of the memorial.  It is unknown 
if this was ever achieved and there 
is no record of it ever existing.
This became the fi rst memorial 
anywhere in the world to Melba.  
 Today Melba is remembered 
everywhere from Lilydale’s 
Athenaeum Theatre to our $100 
dollar note. There is even talk of 
creating a statue in tribute to her 
at the Docklands site later this 
year.
 The avenue of trees are still 
in their original position today, 

although they have shrunk to only 
the handful that stand out front of 
the Mooroolbark Station. Of the 
many who walk past those trees 
each day catching a train or doing 
their shopping, few would realise 
they are the world’s fi rst memorial 
to one of the Australia’s greatest 
achievers.
    Anthony Mcleer

Living Today in Mooroolbark  thanks 
local historian, Anthony McAleer, for 
this article.  Anthony discovered the 
story in old copies of the Lilydale 
Express while researching the history 
of Lilydale’s Athenaeum building for a 
publication due out in August this year.

The world’s fi rst memorial to 

      Dame Nellie Melba

Mooroolbark Station in 1926.  Look closely to see the very young silver birches. Thanks to Methven Estate Agency Mooroolbark for this photo.

Mooroolbark station today with the remaining silver birches.

Mooroolbark Community Bank Branch         Bendigo Bank
Supporting The Local Community.

TM
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 Come along and join in our local Community Carols Service for 2005
 Featuring the  Croydon Brass Band,  items by local primary school groups,      

carols singers group ,  community  singing,  a guest vocalist,  and  a seasonal drama.
      

         A seasonal celebration for all of the family                  
   Presented by the Lions Club of Mooroolbark

in co-operation with your  local churches     

Dance classes in “Tap” and “Jazz Ballet” are conducted 
each Wednesday evening, throughout the year, in our 

local community centre.  These classes provide for aspiring 
young dancers from age four years up to Open Age.  At the 
end of each year, a concert for parents and friends gives 
opportunity for participants to publicly present the results 
of the efforts made throughout the year.
 This service is provided by Vicki Bowling and 
her two daughters, Sarah and Claire.  It is offered in 
conjunction with the community centre as a service to our 
neighbourhood.  The classes focus primarily on enjoyment 
in learning to dance.  This is very evident when you watch 
the way sessions are run.  The aim is to have fun in 
pursuing the development of personal dance-skills without 
any pressure to perform in a competitive way (there are no 
exams involved). 
 The academy provides an avenue for artistic expression 
whilst fostering the development of movement, poise 
and rhythm.  The classes also contribute to personal 
confi dence and offer social opportunities for the 
development of friendships and team-work skills.
 Classes commence in February each year.  Prices are 
very moderate.  For more information, please ring the 
Community Centre on 9726 5488

ance classes in “Tap” and “Jazz Ballet” are conducted 
each Wednesday evening, throughout the year, in our 

local community centre.  These classes provide for aspiring 
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MISSIONSTATEMENT
To contribute towards and to help to 
foster a Growing Community Spirit 
within our neighbourhood.  

We seek to achieve this by:

Highlighting the many positives 
within our community

Encouraging partnership in               
community initiatives

Contributing to the process 
of identifying and addressing              
community needs and concerns

•

•

•

Carols by candlelight
Friday December 9th 2005          

7: 30 pm
Hookey Park, Mooroolbark

Mooroolbark  
           Dance 
          Academy


