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I recently had the pleasure of speaking 
with Kevin Coleman, who shared some 
recollections of his boyhood, spent in 
Mooroolbark with his parents during the 
’50s.  The Coleman family has had links to 
Mooroolbark for almost a century, and Kevin 
also recounted some of the history of both his 
family and the suburb since the 1920s. 

“Ian Gatherum and I used to collect 
birds eggs for a hobby,” Kevin recalled.  “It 
wasn’t illegal in those days, but we were very 
conscientious. We would never take more than 
one egg, and once we had that species we 
wouldn’t get another one, because we both 
loved birds.”

Ian and Kevin’s parents barely saw 
them during the weekends – they would be in 
the paddocks around Mooroolbark, ferreting, 
collecting bird’s eggs, or fishing in Brushy 
Creek.

“Brushy Creek used to go right down 
to Blackburn’s farm, where there was a big 
dam,” explained Kevin. “During the early ’60s 
when we were ten or eleven, we’d catch eels, 
perch, trout and some black fish.”  

In those days some of the kids owned 
ferrets, and Kevin recalled an incident where 
his ferret had escaped and killed six of his 
neighbour’s prize chickens. “My Dad, who 
didn’t swear much, was really upset with us,” 
said Kevin. “Dad was absolutely embarrassed, 
but old Mr Vincent wasn’t angry. ‘Ah,’ he 
said, ‘they can be replaced.’  Dad replaced 

the chooks, but not with prize chooks. The 
Vincents were lovely people. They were also 
into photography, and I used to go down and 
talk to him about it.”

Ian Gatherum’s father Bob was a 
photographer for the Lilydale Express and he 
encouraged Kevin’s love of photography. “His 
friend Garry Lewis was interested in wild life 
photography and we would go out with him 
and sit in swamps or climb trees for hours 
whilst Garry took photographs.” 

To Kevin, Bob and Betty Gatherum 
were like another set of parents. “His children 
are still very close friends of ours. Bob really 
treated us as part of the family.”

Outdoor activities such as mushrooming, 
fishing, and shooting were popular with 
Mooroolbark residents, and Kevin’s dad 
Charley loved both mushrooming and ferreting.  
“In those days having ferrets was very much 
a part of growing up in the country,” Kevin 
reminisced. “We were mushrooming once 
over here in the paddocks in the mid-sixties 
when this ute drove up, like a bat out of hell, 
and Dad said hello. But the driver of the ute 
used some very colourful language and shooed 
us off the property. I remember Dad saying 
that that was the end of Mooroolbark as we’d 
known it – when you knew everybody.” 

“Ron Hall, who started the garden 
supply place on Five Ways, loved his shooting 
and he would take us onto a private property 
– he knew all the farmers round about.  I was 

allowed to take my uncle’s rifle. We would 
shoot a few rabbits.”

“There was a big dam at the back of the 
shopping centre and Ian and I used to make 
bows and arrows. We’d use wattle branches 
as bows, and go to the dam and make arrows 
out of reeds. We’d head off to try and shoot 
rabbits.  The rabbits just laughed at us, but we 
had a lot of fun!”

“And there’s a gum tree still standing in 
Bathurst Street where we used to raid a bee 
hive for honey.”

Kevin’s mother Hilda would travel to 
Ringwood or Lilydale by train to do her weekly 
shopping. “You’d go to the station and leave your 
galoshes there until you came back!  It was a 
country station, and I recall sitting on that station 
and looking up the hill at Patterson’s big white 
house, which has now been demolished and 
turned into a retirement home. It was beautiful 
– very palatial – and I recall seeing one of his 
border collies chasing a black rabbit. One of the 
Coles or Myers had that house originally.” 

Another fond memory for Kevin is going 
to the general store with his Dad and his uncle 
to buy the paper. “Everybody would be there. 
All the farmers would be there sitting and 
talking and Mr Miller would give me a Tex Bar. 
They don’t make them anymore, but I would 
have the Tex Bar and the men would all stand 
there talking.  And my uncle’s cat would follow 
us down as far as the oval, and sit on the fence 
post until we came home.” 

A  G r e a t  B o y h o o d
Arnold Pascoe (standing – hands in pockets)  circa 1925

Mundai – 1967

Arnold Pascoe's Vic 
Railways coat 1923

Taylor Road house - Pascoe rental 1923-28

Kevin and Dad 1967
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A  G r e a t  B o y h o o d

Emily and Arnold Pascoe –  
Mooroolbark circa late '40s

Mundai garden 1967

Emily Pascoe (far right) – Mooroolbark Hall,  early '30s

School photo 1960 (Kevin with hand over 
'M' on the Mooroolbark school sign)

Station, circa 1929  –  Charles Coleman with Pascoes standing beneath sign

“Old Mr Druitt was one of the early 
postmasters. His son Albert owned the 
newsagency. Albert’s son Gary and I were 
mates. Like a lot of kids, we had our matchbox 
cars and dinky toys and we would play for hours 
and hours, and we also used to deliver papers 
for his father. The original dairy was owned 
by the MacDonalds. We used to buy our milk 
there.” 

Kevin has some amusing memories of life 
in a rural environment.  “I recall we were all 
playing out on the oval one day, and there was 
a big yell – I think it was Mrs Davenport. There 
was a big snake on the oval, so out came the 
shovel, and no snake anymore!”  

“My cousin Alice remembers that her aunt 
was a very big lady and once when they were 
mushrooming, a bull came out of nowhere. He 
wasn’t a pleasant bull, and she’d never seen her 
aunt run so fast!  She still laughs about that.”

Kevin reflected back on some of his family 
history in Mooroolbark: 

“Dad’s Aunt Emily married Arnold 
Pascoe, and the two of them came to 
Mooroolbark in 1923. Arnold was employed 
as the acting assistant station master. He 
worked at Mooroolbark station until 1933, 
being promoted to signal porter prior to being 
transferred to Rockbank.” 

Arnold and Emily rented a house at 
lot 71 Taylor Road.  Although the house is 
still standing, the land has long since been 
subdivided. 

“Arnold and Emily lived there until 1928, 
when they bought two blocks of land originally 

belonging to Henry Brice – lots 47 and 48 – 
and built a house, “Mundai”, on the corner 
of Charles and Bathurst Streets. The contract 
of sale shows they paid £785.17.8 and the 
contract was signed by Robert Blair, JP. Their 
friend Edna Walling1 designed their garden.”

Kevin recalls that the Blair and Sherlock 
families were very early pioneers of Mooroolbark.  
“The Sherlocks were fairly large land owners.  
I remember Dad’s aunt and uncle were very 
friendly with Lizzy Sherlock.  I think she was a 
spinster. I remember her living there by herself, 
and Mum was very friendly with her and would 
often go down to have morning or afternoon 
tea. The old Sherlock home is now the medical 
centre on Manchester Road.”

Kevin’s great-uncle Arnold Pascoe 
became secretary of the Mooroolbark Progress 
Association. Some of the MPA correspondence 
in the family’s possession provides interesting 
glimpses of public concerns in Mooroolbark in 
the ’20s.

This extract is from a letter to the 
association from Edna Walling2: 

I very much regret not being able to 
attend the next meeting of the Progress 
Association. It was my intention to 
suggest the planting of Aspen trees in 
Station Street, and to this end I called on 

1  Edna Walling (1895-1973) was born in Yorkshire. After 
immigrating to Australia as a teenager, she became one of 
Australia’s most influential garden designers. She lived for 
many years in Mooroolbark and was responsible for influenc-
ing much of the suburb’s landscape design – particularly the 
Bickleigh Vale estate.

2  Dated June 22, 1925

the Secretary of the Forests Commission 
to discover whether such trees are 
available… However they are not able 
to supply the said trees but have advised 
me where I can obtain cuttings of them 
which would be ready for transplanting 
next year. The officer … considers the 
Aspen (Populus Tremuloides) a splendid 
tree for street planting… and should 
prove a beautiful avenue, perhaps one 
of the first of its kind in Australia.

The following is a letter to W.H. Everard 
MLA from the Secretary of the Education 
Department3: 

With reference to your representations 
on behalf of Mr. A.P. Pascoe, (Honorary 
Secretar y, Mooroolbark Progress 
Association) I have to inform you that 
the District Inspector has been asked 
to furnish an expression of his opinion 
as to whether action should be taken 
to acquire a school site in this district. 
On receipt of his report, the matter will 
receive consideration and you will be 
further advised.

Following consideration, this commun- 
ication arrived dated 16 October:  

I have to inform you that the Government 
Valuer has been requested to furnish a 
report and valuation of any sites which 
are available near the Mooroolbark Railway 
Station and suitable for school purposes.

3  Dated 30 September 1925. There is a copy of a 1920 
speech made by W. H. Everard at http://trove.nla.gov.au/
ndp/del/article/57638875 

(continued on page 12)
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Last November, 
the Mooroolbark 

Umbrella Group (M.U.G.)
hosted its first community 
forum designed to bring 
high-profile speakers to 
our township to speak 
about issues relevant to 
living well in community. 
Our inaugural speaker was 
Senior Detective Sergeant 

Ron Iddles – Australia’s longest serving homicide investigator who 
shared his passion for the positive role that healthy, active, inclusive 
community plays in nurturing people. On Thursday November 22 at 
7.30pm at the Mooroolbark Community Centre, the Umbrella Group 
will host the second annual community forum.1 The guest speaker on 
this occasion will be Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, who is one of Australia’s 
highest profile psychologists and leading speakers. He worked as an 
associate professor in the Department of Paediatrics at the University of 
Melbourne, before going into private practice in Melbourne. 

Michael is a founding member of the National Centre Against 
Bullying and for six years has been the ‘agony uncle’ for Australia’s 
biggest selling magazine for young women, Girlfriend. He has a high 
media profile working on national TV on Channel 7’s Sunrise and The 
Morning Show as well as 3AW. He has written seven books, including 
the best-selling The Princess Bitchface Syndrome; Surviving adolescent 
girls and his most recent, Surviving Step-Families.

At our November forum, Michael will speak about: How to Build 
Resilient and Happy Children and Young People in a Community.

He plans to cover:
Tips for effective communication•	
The five secrets of building resilient young people•	
How to prevent unhealthy risk taking  •	
How to keep kids safe online•	

1  M.U.G. is grateful for the generous financial assistance given by the Mooroolbark Com-
munity Bank and for partnership of the Yarra Ranges Council and Mooroolbark Community 
Centre.

As M.U.G. is an organisation made up of delegates representing a 
diverse range of local organisations, it seeks to discover ways whereby 
member organisations might work together to nurture, support, encourage 
and publicise the fine work done by so many community organisations 
in serving the common good of Mooroolbark. 

Quiet Achiever Awards
During the 2011 forum we awarded the first of our Quiet Achiever 

Awards to local people who have served Mooroolbark, and helped 
make it a far better place. You might remember the brief biographies 
of recipients in the December 2011 edition of Living Today.2 This year, 
M.U.G. will be granting its second round of Quiet Achiever Awards to 
individuals who have worked tirelessly – and often behind the scenes – 
to benefit local school communities.

Event details: 

 
M.U.G. Second Annual Community Forum

Guest Speaker: Dr Michael Carr-Gregg:

How to Build Resilient and Happy 
Children and Young People in a Community

Mooroolbark Community Centre

7:30pm, Thursday 22 November 2012

Entry: gold coin donation

Further information: 
Mooroolbark Community Centre 9726 5488 

M.U.G. 0425 716 655 or 
moor.umb.group@optusnet.com.au

Bookings: 
Mooroolbark Community Centre 9726 5488

2  http://mcf.gci.org.au/resource/livingtoday/LivingTodayIssue38.pdf 

Mooroolbark’s Second 
Annual Community Forum
Thursday, November 22nd  7.30 pm

Andrew Lang 
Festival Chairperson

Planning is now under way for another great day of fun and family 
entertainment for the people of Mooroolbark and surrounding areas. 
We hope to draw together the different community groups that make 
up Mooroolbark as an opportunity to showcase the local organisations 
and businesses and to generally promote the community and ourselves. 
Although there are many groups involved, there is always room for more, 
and the day offers an opportunity to connect with the locals. We are 
seeking local acts for the community stage or as roving performers and 
groups to provide family friendly activities or affordable food. If you are 
part of a group, why not consider how you can use the festival to gain 
more recruits or to gain more exposure on the local scene? If you are 
short of ideas, talk to us and we can show you ways to get involved.

The guiding principle of the festival is to provide a low-cost day 
out for families – and we seek though sponsorship to minimise the costs 
on the day and encourage groups to put on free or low-cost activities 
for children and families. This has come from the support of our local 
businesses and organisations, with both cash and ‘in kind’ sponsorship. 
We are looking for partnerships with new participants in the festival to 
make it bigger and better. Maybe your business, school or group would 

like to participate in the marketplace or get involved in the festival 
parade. I would love to mention all our partners, but there are around 
120 that help make the day happen. All that I can say on behalf of the 
community is thank you.  We are pleased to note that the Yarra Ranges 
Council has given us a grant towards the 2013 festival.

We have chosen the theme “Under the Big Top” for 2013 and 
planning is now under way. We would like to encourage our Mooroolbark 
family to really get involved, either dressing up or picking up the theme 
with their own festival activities. And as usual, we plan to celebrate 
the talents of our community with a talent quest on the Friday night 
(March 22). If you can sing, dance, play an instrument or can entertain 
an audience, why not enter the talent quest with the opportunity to win 
cash prizes? Entry is free, with two categories – ‘under 16’ and ‘open’ 
with first, second and third prizes as well as a “people’s choice”. 

We are looking for people and groups to get involved both on the day 
and to help organise the festival. Contact us on celebratemooroolbark@
gmail.com or 0435 362 725 or follow us on Facebook. 

2013 – Saturday, March 23
Another year, another festival, another day of fun …

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg
is one of Australia’s highest 
profile psychologists and 
leading speakers.
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Close to 100 people joined in our tree planting day at Greenslopes 
Reserve on Sunday 29th July.

After a very wet and cold morning, the weather cleared long enough 
for the 1,000 trees to be planted by our many volunteers. Following the 
planting the volunteers stayed on to enjoy a chat, a cuppa and slice  –  
thanks to a team from Mooroolbark Christian Fellowship.

Many thanks to Yarra Ranges Council and employees Vicki, 
Peter and Paul for their hard work in preparing the beds prior to the 

public planting and staking! And thanks to all of those who pitched 
in to complete the task and then to remove stakes and sheaths from 
around the plants we planted last year. Represented groups included 
the Guides, Scouts, St Francis in the Fields, St Peter Julian, Transition 
Towns – MOOKY, MAP Mooroolbark, Mooroolbark Lions Club, Celebrate 
Mooroolbark, Mooroolbark Christian Fellowship, Country Women’s 
Association, Mooroolbark Umbrella Group, Cr. Terry Avery… if we’ve 
missed anyone, apologies! 

The Mooroolbark History Group Inc is 
in the final stages of producing its first book, 
Celebrating Mooroolbark - Community Centre 
and Festivals. We wish to thank members of the 
community for their contributions, support and 
especially their patience over the time that it has 
taken to put this book together. 

The original concept for the ‘book project’ 
was to collect anecdotal stories from various 
people involved in community life in Mooroolbark 
over recent decades. However, when it 
became apparent that this approach left many 
information gaps, a few dedicated members set 
about scouring decades of local newspapers to 
bring together this book: about the community, 
by the community and for the community. The 
actual format of the book changed direction 
several times to finally become a chronological, 
pictorial view and social commentary from the 
first public hall in 1924 (on the corner of Station 
and Charles streets), to the need for a new venue; 
the some 20 years this took to occur and finally, 
the opening of the Mooroolbark Community 
Centre on 22 March, 1980.

To celebrate this monumental 
achievement, the first Red Earth festival was held 
over that weekend and continued annually for 21 
years, followed by the Celebrate Mooroolbark 
festival these past 12 years. All in all, this local 
festival has run for 33 years, which is quite 
an outstanding achievement. We owe a great 
deal of gratitude to all those volunteer festival 
committee members who have kept it evolving 
for the community’s pride and enjoyment.

The book launch is to be held at the 
end of ‘History Week’ on 27 and 28 October 
2012 at the Mooroolbark Community Centre, 
with Saturday dinner at 6:00 pm and Sunday 
luncheon at 12 noon. The event is to be in 
the form of a parade of “Gowns Through the 

Decades“ presented to the most popular music 
of each era. The gowns are to be out of the 
wardrobes of local residents. You may be able 
to help, as we are seeking more gowns from 
1900 to 2012 from any decade – for display or 
to be worn by secondary students in the actual 
parade. Colin & Iris Robinson from the Victorian 
Re-enactment Society will begin the show with 
a display of gowns and undergarments from as 
early as 1788.

It is all coming together as a great fun 
event not to be missed. There will be tables for 
6 or 8 people and we also hope each table will 
join in the fun by choosing a decade of fashion 
and dressing accordingly.  

Both events are BYO and tickets for each 
are $20.00 To secure your seats contact Margaret 
on 9726 4161 or Marion on 9726 8740.

Mooroolbark History Group Inc will also 
have a display at the Yarra Ranges Heritage 
Network’s annual event, ‘History Week’, being 
hosted at Gulf Station, Melba Hwy, Yarra Glen 
on October 21 from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  All 
are welcome, and entry is free. Enquiries: Marion 
9726 8740.

Marion Stott

The   Mooroolbark History Group Inc   is in the final stages of producing its first book.

“Celebrating Mooroolbark Community  Centre and  Festivals” 

Cover Photo Acknowledgment. 
Our thanks to Greg Carrick for both the cover 
photo and the photo accompanying this article.

Marion Stott, Lloyd Stott, Elsie 
Bolwell, Margaret Tull, Joy Carrick

Mooroolbark’s 9th Annual Tree Planting
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As many of the bank’s customers have said, it seems like only a 
few years ago the Mooroolbark Community Bank opened its doors to 
provide a banking alternative for the people of Mooroolbark and the 
surrounding districts. Since its opening on the 23rd May 2002 by the 
late Peter Brock, the branch has steadily grown its banking business to 
holding over $150 million in deposits and lending, and also providing 
local “not for profit groups” with over $600,000 in community grant & 
sponsorship payments.

The Community Bank’s board was keen to open its 10th 
anniversary celebrations for everyone in the local area to have the 
opportunity to be a part of the day. To do this we held a ‘street party’ 
in the car park area in front of the branch on Saturday the 19th May 
2012. The morning got off to a bit of a slow start with steady rain 
being an early dampener.  However as the morning progressed the 

weather improved, the crowds grew 
and the party atmosphere soon got 
into full swing.

A variety of entertainment was 
on offer during the day. We enjoyed 
displays from the Mooroolbark & District 
Miniature Railway Club, Mooroolbark 
Fire Brigade, Croydon Model Railway 
Club and the Mooroolbark History 
Group. Roving entertainers included 
Spiderman, Cinderella, the roving 
magician, the ever-popular stilt 

walker and of course the Bendigo 
Bank Piggy. Also in 

attendance 
were a face 

painter, a 
balloon artist 

& a tattoo 
ar t i s t .  The 

Moo roo lba rk 

Girl Guides 
coordinated 
the children’s 
c o l o u r i n g 
compet i t ion, 
the Mooroolbark 
Lions Club provided 
free sausages in bread 
& the Mooroolbark History 
Group provided drinks and 
the ever-popular fairy floss.

As well as catering for the children, there were also significant 
attractions for the adults. On the main stage Mae Parker kept the music 
coming and entertaining the crowds. Perhaps the highlight of the morning 
was the special guest appearance of Denise “Ding Dong” Drysdale. Ever 
the professional, Denise walked through the crowd with microphone in 
hand, stirring up laughs & attention wherever she went. 

Along with Mae Parker, the Pembroke Primary School choir joined 
in to sing a few songs. The school choir was followed on stage by Lisa 
Edwards and at one stage we were entertained by Lisa, Mae & Denise 
all singing along together. The live music finished off at 12 noon with 
unbelievable performances of John Farnham’s hit “You’re The Voice” 
and the AC/DC hit “Long Way to the Top”, complete with live bagpipes 
being played by Mr John Houghton.

Brief formalities took place, with an official cake-cutting ceremony 
and some brief speeches from board member and local MP David 
Hodgett, Bendigo Bank regional manager Mark Nolan, branch manager 
Rowan Alexander, and also from Denise Drysdale.

The board of Mooroolbark Community Bank would like to sincerely 
thank everyone who took part on the day and in particular the local 
Mooroolbark people who ventured out into some rather cold and wet 
conditions to help celebrate what has been a significant first 10 years 
in our community.   

As most parents of kindergarten-aged 
children will be aware, it is government policy 
to extend the current 10.75 hours for four-
year-old kindergarten programs to 15 hours 
per week. Many centres will be running their 

programs for four year olds to attend 15 hours each week in 2013. 
MECEC has taken the option to postpone this change for one more year 
and offer 10.75 hours in 2013. Parents will be pleased to choose their 
kindergarten hours and many families have expressed enthusiasm for 
this option, as it allows them more time with their children at home and 
a side benefit is that the fees are comparably cheaper.

Nominated supervisor and teacher Heather Trotter explained that 
due to the extensive range of services currently offered at MECEC, it 
has been considered prudent to take one more year to plan and see 
that all appropriate structures are in place, ensuring that no child is 
disadvantaged during this change in process.

MECEC Programs. In addition to the current four-year-old 
programs mentioned above, MECEC also provides three groups of 
three-year-old sessions, a toddler program (for children 22 months 
and over) and an Early Childhood Intervention Service (for children 
with additional needs).

The committee of management believes that ongoing provision of 
all of these services needs to be carefully considered in the process of 

developing plans for the coming changes.
Throughout the coming year MECEC will consult closely with shire 

representatives to ensure that the best measures and structures to serve 
the community in 2013 and beyond are duly implemented.

Parents are invited to go to the comprehensive MECEC website 
www.mecec.com.au for further information on the centre and all of the 
services offered, including enrolment details and procedures.

Alternatively, parents may ring the following enrolment contact 
persons:

Four-year-old kinder: •	
Rebecca Meyer 
9733 0507
Three-year-old kinder: •	
Ami Styles 
9739 7718
Toddler program: •	
Samantha Studzinsky 
9735 0313

Mooroolbark Early Childhood Education Centre
Mooroolbark Early Childhood Education Centre Inc. –  8 Charles Street, Mooroolbark.  Ph: 9726 7392

Mooroolbark Community Bank Branch of 
the Bendigo Bank – Turns 10

Rowan Alexander

Enjoying fun times together –  
Archie, Boaz, Lucy and Sophie
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On the north-
west boundary of 
Mooroolbark lies 

the residential suburb 
of Croydon North, with its main shopping strip 
situated along Maroondah Highway & Exeter Road. 
From this shopping strip, if you follow Maroondah 
Highway towards Lilydale you will soon pass 
Hughes Park oval on your left hand side. Hughes 
Park is the home of Croydon North Cricket Club, 
affectionately known as the Knights.

HISTORY
Croydon North Cricket Club (CNCC) is 

affiliated with the Ringwood District Cricket 
Association (RDCA). CNCC was first established 
in 1925. It had short recesses during the 
Depression in 1933, reforming in 1936 (under 
the Congregational Church) and also during 
World War II from 1941, reforming in 1946. 
The club has always played at Hughes Park (or 
Brushy Creek Park as it has also been known).

The club’s first premiership was the 
C grade flag in the 1948-49 season. From 
there the club steadily rose to the senior 
playing grade of the RDCA. CNCC played 
in the highest RDCA grade from 1962/63 
until 2002/03, when it was relegated down 
a grade. Two seasons later CNCC won the 
second division flag and returned back to the 
highest level (Chandler Shield – now known 
as the Lindsay Trollope Shield). Unfortunately 
after their return into Chandler Shield, CNCC 
again ended the season last on the ladder. 
Fortunately for CNCC, at the end of this season 
the Ferntree Gully Cricket Club left the RDCA 
to resume playing in the Ferntree Gully league. 
This left a gap in the Chandler Shield make-up 
and therefore the association allowed Croydon 
North to remain in the senior grade, where they 
continue to play their highest eleven now.

CNCC is one of the most successful RDCA 
on-field performing clubs. They have won nine 
Chandler Shield premierships, including seven 
premierships in an eleven-season run from 1987/88 
through to 1997/98. This period included three 
Chandler Shield premierships in a row.

PRESENT DAY
This season sees the club going through 

some exciting new changes. Long time player/ 
committee member Alan Bailey has taken over as 
the club’s president and last season’s junior club 
president, Domenic Ciancio, has moved into the 
club’s senior vice president role. Alan and Domenic 
are joined by their new coach for the coming 
season, Terry Sacristani. It would be fair to say 
Terry has been one of our club’s most decorated 
batsmen over time. Terry was an integral part of 
many of the club’s premiership successes. With a 
changing of the guard in the most senior club roles 
come fresh ideas and a new keenness for success, 
both on and off the field of play. 

Last year the club fielded five senior-
grade sides, being forced to drop a grade 
due to a decline in senior membership. The 
club plays its 1st and 2nd eleven grades at 

Hughes Park. The remaining senior grades play 
at Barnegeong Reserve, off Bambra Street, 
Croydon North. There are two senior grounds 
at this reserve, providing the club with the 
ability to play four teams from here.

CNCC is keen to rebuild back up to six 
senior sides and therefore the club welcomes 
any new members who want to enjoy the game 
of cricket along with the family and social 
benefits that can be gained from being a part 
of a local sporting club.  If anyone is thinking 
about pulling the whites on for a game this 
coming season, you are welcome to contact the 
club president Alan Bailey on 0400 560 679 or 
coach Terry Sacristani on 0438 512 068.

JUNIORS
The club’s junior grade history has been 

equally as successful over time as that of the 
senior club. Many of our juniors have gone 
on to play district cricket at the highest level, 
including Rod McCurdy, who played one-day 
cricket for Australia before moving to play in 
South Africa during the Springbok cricket era.

This season the club is hopeful of being 
able to field two under-16 grade sides. The 
U/16s play at the Hughes Park Oval. Numbers 
are still a bit short for two sides at this time 
therefore the club is desperately seeking new 
players in this age group.

There will be one under 14s side, two 
U/12s sides and one U/10 side, as well as the 
highly successful MILO In2CRICKET program. 
All these sides play from the Barngeong 
Reserve, collecting a lot of players who live 
north of the Mooroolbark railway line, as the 
ground is easily accessed by these players 
without the need to cross the busy Maroondah 
Highway. This season the under 12s, under 
10s and MILO In2CRICKET squads play at 
5pm on Friday evenings.

In the past as a junior club, CNCC 
fielded two U/16 and U/14 teams as well 
as three U/12 teams. The junior club would 
love to rebuild back up to these numbers, 
and therefore it warmly welcomes any new 
players for the coming season. Anyone seeking 
further information relating to the junior club 
is welcome to contact the president, Colin 
Doherty, on 0413 775 419. 

THE FUTURE
The desire to improve facilities never seems 

to stand still. Nearly 10 years ago the club finished 
building its new social rooms at Hughes Park. The 
paint on this project was still drying when the club 
realised it needed to greatly improve its Hughes 
Park training facilities. The committee feels it has 
one of the best change room/social room/viewing 
area set-ups in the competition. We believe Hughes 
Park is the perfect-sized ground on which to play 
cricket, and the surface is extremely good after 
it has had some time to recover after a football 
season. However our practise wicket facility has 

left a lot to be desired. Over the past few years, 
the club has built up significant savings for a new 
practise wicket facility. The Maroondah council 
has assisted through its grants scheme, and the 
club’s major sponsor – Mooroolbark Community 
Bank branch of the Bendigo Bank – has  provided 
significant financial support. Funding is now in 
place to build a new practise wicket facility at 
Hughes Park. The plans are to have five wickets 
(four fully enclosed and one open for public use), 
with netting roof and draw-back netting between 
wickets. At the time of writing this article, the club 
is negotiating with local council and Yarra Valley 
Water on where the new facility can be positioned. 
Their project builder says he is ready to start the 
job when the council go-ahead is given.

The Barngeong Reserve area is not being 
neglected. Local and state government funding 
has been provided to see a major revamp of 
the current club rooms at Barngeong. This will 
greatly improve the facility used by our lower 
grades and the majority of our junior grades.

SPONSORSHIP
Croydon North Cricket Club is always 

on the lookout for new sponsors. The club 
has a few strong core regular sponsors but 
understands it needs to grow this base of local 
business support. Sponsors play a major role 
in the financial viability of the club. In return 
the sponsor gains a networking source and a 
club that is striving, for its own benefit, to have 
its members utilise that sponsor. Sponsorship 
packages start from as low as $250. The 
club’s sponsorship manager is Andrew Leask. 
If any local business is keen to understand 
more about the opportunities to become part 
of the club support structure, please contact 
Andrew on 0413 438 874.

THE CRUSADERS
Finally, this season the club is restarting 

up its coterie supporters group. In the past 
known as the Northerners, the group this 
time around will be called the Crusaders. 
The club welcomes any of its current or past 
players, supporters and sponsors to join the 
club. Memberships start from as low as $50 
per annum and will include many social 
opportunities. This will be a great way for past 
players and supporters to remain in contact 
with the club. CNCC is striving hard to build 
up a contact list of as many past players and 
supporters as it can. We urge anyone wishing 
to become a Crusader to contact Greg Green 
on 0417 883 288.

So next time you drive along Maroondah 
Highway and look towards the Hughes Park 
oval, it may at times look a bit like sleepy 
hollow or just a nice oval with lovely surrounds.  
In fact it is home to Croydon North Cricket 
Club – the Knights, a strong family orientated 
club steeped in local history and continuing to 
move ahead with the times.

CROYDON NORTH CRICKET CLUB
Rowan Alexander
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Do violent video games affect our 
kids? The short answer might be yes 

… but the long answer may be much more 
helpful to your family.

Countless investigations exploring the 
effects of violent video games, strangely, have 
mixed results. Various organisations would love 
to blame video games for a lot of the problems 
in the world today – just as rock music, movies 
or dancing were blamed for causing problems 
in society in previous generations, especially 
with the youth.

Brutally violent and graphically explicit 
video games are used (and designed) to train 
defence personnel and special forces to deal 
with the things they would face in the course 
of their duty … to prepare soldiers for mission 
conditions, to ‘normalise’ killing people! The 
Norwegian who killed 77 people last year, 
many at a youth camp, claimed a video game 
was by far his most important training aid. 

Nearly every day, our own news reveals 
increasingly violent and frenzied crimes against 
innocent people. Are these crimes influenced 
by video gameplay that encourages and 
rewards death and serious injury?

What’s normal?
It is a tough topic. We’re all surrounded 

by an increasingly violent media. Movie 
makers and game creators seem to escalate 
the graphic depiction of gore and brutality to 
get movie viewers and gamers back for more 
sales – and it works! What seems normal, 
(‘but mum, everyone has this game!’) was not 
normal three years ago … or will ever be again. 
It is this ‘normalising’ that could be at the heart 
of the problem of violence toward others? 
Studies show that after a period of virtual 
killing and destroying, people of all ages are 
‘hyped’ and revved up. In some people there 
will be a heightened drive to do harm.

Many of us enjoy an alcoholic drink. An 
increasing number, though, seem to be driven 
by alcohol to use excessive violence and to 
mistreat others. Being violent as a result of 
consuming alcohol is becoming ‘normal’.

We could say that violence is a part of 
life. It can be found in texts and plays from 
ancient times. Even the Bible is not short of 
violence in its pages! However, recent research 
has shown that continued role-play involving 
violence can have a cumulative effect.  This 
means that the personality is being altered 

as virtual violence and killing become 
normalised. Soldiers returning from war 

will tell you it’s impossible for their 
personalities to get back to what 

they were like before they 
went. They can’t undo 

what’s been done – 
how much more likely 

is violence to affect 
a young child, or 
teenager?

  We 
could a lso 
i n c l u d e 
music lyrics 
and videos 
that have 
v i o l e n c e 
and similar 
t h e m e s 
which tear 
away  a t 
the fabric of 
society and 
n o r m a l i s e 

things that 
should forever 

remain horrific, 
despicable and 

atrocious to any 
sane person. 

 

We’re becoming so ‘politically correct’ that 
many previously acceptable terms to describe a 
person of different race or belief are considered 
offensive, but we can ‘murder’ people online and 
see their bodies explode all over our TV screen 
–  if we’re up for it – and then even play it back 
in slow motion! Would we call that normal?

Most of us have seen the advertising 
campaign telling us that ‘speed kills’. Actually, 
it’s the inattentive or irresponsible people who 
kill when they abuse or misuse speed, or when 
they combine driving with drugs or alcohol. As 
parents, we are responsible for teaching our 
kids (and even setting a good example for our 
kids’ friends) the proper use of cars, of alcohol, 
of time, and of the earth and its resources. We 
should model a good work ethic, a respect for 
others and a control of emotions like anger and 
frustration. That should be normal! 

The blame game
We can’t blame a video game for 

someone being a mass murderer. It may have 
contributed, but it’s not the game’s fault. If you 
see negative effects after your child plays such 
games, then be brave and do something. Limit 
the time spent in a game, the days played a 
week, the time of day spent playing. Playing 
violent games last thing at night is not ideal – 
players will be mentally replaying their victories 
and kills along with the graphic screen shots 
as they try to sleep.

Teach your children and teens to ensure 
more important things are done first. Insist on 
age-appropriate entertainment. If your children 
are young you could even talk to the parents 
of your children’s friends and agree on what’s 
allowed to be played or watched when your 
kids play together. 

The after-effects of explicitly violent video 
games potentially have a permanent influence 
on the personality of the participant. We are 
impacted by what we eat, and we are impacted 
by what entertains us. Our Olympians tells us 
‘what we put in, we get out’ … does it apply 
any less on a mental or emotional level? As 
parents we must consider the implications of 
our kids slaying baddies for hours on end with 
no shortage of blood and guts on their hands 
– and minds.

We’re mostly powerless to change the 
violence filling our theatres and video stores.  
The public seems to have a great appetite for 
this gore, and presumably will continue to do 
so. What we can change is our willingness 
to go along with the trend – to exercise what 
used to be called common sense and strive 
to, at the very least, not have them take up 
all the time of our children – or any time of 
our very young children. Sometimes the age 

Taking a stand against ultra-violent and brutally graphic video games may benefit 
your child ... it may also incredibly change their life. 

‘ N O T  I N  O U R  H O M E  Y O U  D O N ’ T ! ’
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classification 
system doesn’t 
match what parents 
would responsibly or 
knowingly choose for their 
children. There are some great websites, 
specially designed to help us weigh up each 
game or movie and make wiser decisions 
regarding graphic and age-related content.

We can only speculate whether a recent 
spate of injuries and fatalities to animals with 
arrows was linked to the recent movie The 
Hunger Games. We can only speculate whether 
aggressive and violent behaviour is linked 
to the games and violent media frequently 
accessed by our youth. Younger children have 
been shown to be made fearful and anxious by 
what they see on TV – a much milder version 
of game violence and graphic brutality.

What’s 
right for 

your family?
Modern technology has made 

violent activity available in more forms than 
ever. This means a child can play or watch on 
a phone, laptop or tablet – whether at home or 
not – instead of doing something more positive. 
The more extended the period of play, the 
more dramatic the negative effects are likely 
to be.  With multi-player games, players can 
be captivated so much more and find it even 
harder to stop!
Some results of violent game play are:

Raised heart rates after playing – resulting •	
in decreased and disrupted sleep.  (This was 
not apparent to those playing the games).

 Aggression at raised levels after •	
game is turned off.
 Diminished school attentiveness •	
and results after excessive 
gaming time.

While there are some positives 
from computer games in general, 
these are quickly negated by excessive 

violence and/or time engagement.
While it might seem silly to even 

suggest banning these games for your 
children, we have to remember that like 

the food we eat, we have to strive for a 
balanced diet in other areas of our lives. How 

you achieve a balanced video/music diet is up 
to every parent to work out with their kids. It’s 
important to emphasise ‘with’. If the child is 
involved in the process of setting limits and 
appropriate use of time then they will have 
a degree of ownership and responsibility in 
maintaining the agreed arrangement. Rather 
than just denying access, replace the missing 
time with another activity – perhaps a family 
games night, or a video game night – just not 
one where you are killing each other! With some 
imagination and knowledge of your children’s 
personalities, it could even be more fun.  The 
potential rewards and positive personal and 
family development would last a lifetime!

Sources: sciencedaily.com, 

guardian.co.uk, animalsaustralia.

org, Dept of Psych., Macquarie 

University
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CHURCH NEWS

Twilight Picnic.  The evening will commence 
at 6 p.m. with the usual food stalls offering 
low-cost evening meals for those who wish 
to make use of this very popular service. For 
many families, this makes a great start to the 
evening.

Community Carols Start 8 pm.  The Croydon 
Citizens Band and children from our local 
primary schools will once again entertain us 
and lead us in the community carols singing. 
This year it is anticipated that six local primary 

schools will participate and the attendance on 
these occasions now averages over 400.  

Special thanks to the Mooroolbark Lions Club 
for its ongoing support in managing this event, 
providing financial assistance and supplying 
programs and candles. Also for arranging for 
a first aid officer to be in attendance. Thanks 
also to the SES for its much valued support 
with lighting, assistance with set-up and 
provision of tarps for school groups to sit on. 
And to Mooroolbark Community Centre which 

provides seating for the Croydon Band in the 
rotunda and our local councilor, Terry Avery, 
for arranging for a rubbish removal service to 
be provided and ensuring community access 
to toilets attached to the library building.

We look forward to another most enjoyable 
evening – celebrating the coming festive 
season and life in our vibrant local community. 
(BYO chairs & rugs) See you there!

On Saturday 26th May, Yarra Ranges 
Mayor Graham Warren hosted our sixth 
annual National Day of Thanksgiving 
breakfast. Over 200 community members  
joined in recognising and celebrating the 
contributions of many of our local unsung 
heroes of sport – people who had devoted 
much of their lives to supporting and fostering 
local sporting groups and activities.

Seven awards were presented to local 
sporting identities as representatives of the 
many dedicated supporters of sporting 
activities in our community. NDT awards 
went to:

Chris & Ken Dowling – Montrose •	
Football Club
Ken Peel – Coldstream Tennis Club•	
Kathleen Cameron – Healesville Tennis •	
Club
Dick Thomas – Kilsyth Basketball•	
Lisa Doolan – Monbulk Soccer Club•	
Jim Dickson – Soccer Referee•	
Carolyn Elliot – Junior State Softball •	
Coach

Deep appreciation was expressed for 
the large number of local sporting volunteers 
that these community members represent.

One of the dignitaries attending on 
the day, Mrs. Christine Fyffe (MP Evelyn), 
made the following comments in a report 
to the Victorian Parliament, recorded in 
Hansard:  

 It was my pleasure to attend the 
National Day of Thanksgiving mayoral 
breakfast at Foothills Conference Centre on 
Saturday, 26 May ... It was the sixth such 
breakfast organised by a caring, supportive 
group of local ministers and pastors from 
the Yarra Valley. The day of thanksgiving 
was officially launched in 2004 by then 
Governor-General, Major General Michael 
Jeffery, AC, and is celebrated on the last 
Saturday of May. The day is designed to give 
thanks for the contributions to society made 
by everyone but in particular those whose 
work we take for granted. This year’s focus 
was on the unsung heroes of local sport 
... I thank the chairman, Graham Nelson, 
the organiser and master of ceremonies, 
Randall Bourchier, and everyone else who 
made the breakfast possible.

 A highlight of the morning was the 
very interesting and humorous presentation 
made by a panel of special sporting guests. 
The panel members were : Cameron Butler 
(Melbourne FC chaplain and national director 
of Sports Chaplaincy Australia), Ray Walker 
(former Bulldog “Best & Fairest”, and later 
coach in Tasmania), and Francis Bourke 
(multiple premiership player and captain for 
Richmond, and also a very successful coach 
– taking the premiership in his first season).

We extend special thanks to the Oxley 
College students for their most enjoyable 
musical items.

Mooroolbark’s Community Carols & Twilight Picnic

Mayoral Breakfast 
National Day of Thanksgiving

Come join us at Hookey Park on Friday December 7th

Popcorn 
and God

I love 
the sa l t , 
butter and 
crunch of 
hot, fresh 
popcorn. It’s 
my snack of 
choice in 
the evening, 
even over 
dessert. We 

had popcorn a lot as I grew up, so part of 
my fondness for it probably has to do with 
childhood memories. 

Have you ever thought about 
popcorn?  No other variety of sweet corn 
is like it.  With a little heat and oil, the 
kernels explode into fluffy white morsels, 
completely different from regular sweet 

Cameron Butler, Ray Walker, Francis Bourke
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Festival of Flowers
St Francis in the Fields Anglican Church 
November 16th – 17th 2012

By Tammy Tkach

(Christian Odyssey June-August 2012)

Floral Arrangements Display  
Local community groups and/or individuals 
are invited to submit arrangements of 
flowers for display at our Festival of Flowers 
on Friday November 16th and Saturday 
November 17th at St Francis in the Fields 
Anglican Church, Hull Road, Mooroolbark.   
Entries from young people will be particularly 
welcomed and appreciated. The festival 
aims to simply provide enjoyment for all 
involved. No judging or provision of awards 
will take place. To enter an arrangement 
please register with Vicki Power on 9725 
9794 by November 5th. Entrants will need 
to supply their own vase, flowers and any 
accessories used – and they should deliver  
their entries at St Francis between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on Thursday November 25th.

The festival will be open for viewing
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Friday 16th and Sat 17th

At 10:30 a.m. on Friday 16 November 
- Helen from Mooroolbark Library will 
demonstrate how to make a “Tussie 
Mussie” posy of flowers. 
Also at 1:00 p.m. on Friday 16 November  - 
florist Joy Sullivan will give a demonstration 
of floral art and interesting ways to wrap 
gifts. Admission to the festival will be $5, 
which includes morning or afternoon tea. 

Funds raised will be used to improve the 
community facilities St Francis provides. 
We look forward to seeing you at our 
Festival of Flowers. Best wishes from our 
committee members.

Committee member Irene Judd

COMBINED CHURCHES 
CAROLS SERVICE

At Life Ministry Centre, Old Melbourne Rd. Chirnside Park.

FREE!

Enquiries: 

7pm Sunday 16th December 2012

corn, which softens up and stays the same 
colour—and doesn’t explode!  When I think 
of popcorn and several of my other favourite 
foods, I marvel at the profusion of wonderful 
flavours we get to enjoy. 

If everything in life were random and 
accidental, I doubt we’d have popcorn, 
avocados, chocolate or tea.  And, if life were 
merely a matter of survival, why would we 
have all the things that make life sweet 
and fun?  All we would need is something 
to keep us alive and give us energy, much 
like the bland, nondescript food in the movie 
Matrix. 

Only someone who loves people 
could have come up with all the foods that 
make life enjoyable.  And not only food, but 
also colours, fragrances, sunrises, sunsets, 
clouds, rainbows, flowers—the list goes on.  

That someone is God, who loves us so much 
he even included popcorn on his list of what 
would make life more interesting for us. 

Eating has been likened by some to a 
worship experience.  “So whether you eat or 
drink or whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  In 
Ecclesiastes 9:7, Solomon also referred to 
eating: “Go, eat your food with gladness, and 
drink your wine with a joyful heart, for God 
has already approved what you do.”  It seems 
God wants us to enjoy our food and drink. 

We’re also told God richly provides 
us with everything for our enjoyment.  Isn’t 
it interesting that even though life can be 
dreadfully difficult and full of problems at 
times, God gives us many things that remind 
us of him and his thoughtfulness?  For those 
with eyes to see, the rainbow and the silver 

lining of the clouds remind us he is there and 
we can continue to hope.  Being thankful for 
all the little blessings keeps us mindful that 
someone cares for us and has made provision 
for us beyond this life too. 

Noticing and thanking God for popcorn 
(insert your favourite food) draws us into 
unplanned moments of worship.  We can 
worship God through cooking, eating, 
drinking, exercising, sleeping, gardening, 
crafting and any other human activity.  As we 
engage in any endeavor, we can acknowledge 
God, thank, praise and honor him. Everything 
we do is participation in the life of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, even eating our favourite 
food! 



 

A letter to Everard from the Department 
of Lands and Survey states: 

With reference to previous 
correspondence in regard to the 
“Mooroolbark Hall” and surrounding 
Reserve, I have to inform you that full 
particulars of the proposed improvements 
together with a copy of the receipts and 
expenditure … should be forwarded 
to this Department and to state that 
the request for participation in the 
vote for fencing and improving Public 
Parks, Gardens etc., will then receive 
consideration when the amount provided 
by Parliament is being allocated. 

It is suggested that representations 
be made to the Department of the Chief 
Secretary regarding a grant for the 
formation of a Lending Library.

Arnold, as MPA secretary, was instructed 
to write to various departments (the move to 
do so being seconded by members such as 
Blair, Sherlock and Hughes). Arnold received 
this reply, dated 22 April 1925, from the 
Postmaster-General’s Department: 

Sir, With reference to your 
communication of 31st March, again 
urging – inter alia – that the public 
telephone at the post office, Mooroolbark, 
be enclosed in a silence cabinet, I beg to 
inform you further inquiry has been made 
and the reports now submitted show that 
the telephone is located in a corner of the 
shop used for postal purposes, and that 
there is reasonable privacy…

But the MPA seems to have persisted 
and on June 17, Arnold received this further 
correspondence:

Dear Sir, Consideration will be 
given to the provision of a Silence 
Cabinet at the Mooroolbark Post Office, 
on Monday, 22nd June 1925, at about 
3.30pm, by officers of this Department 
… Would it be possible, please, for you 
to be in attendance thereat at about 
that time.

In April, May and 
June 1925, the following 
were received f rom 
the Shire Secretary E. 
Winterbottom:  

… you are hereby 
granted permission 
to erect the six seats 
as desired, 3 in the 
Recreation Reserve, 
and one each on Taylor, 
Hull and Manchester 
Roads. 

With reference 
to your letter of the 3rd 
inst., I see no reason 
why you should not use 
the old lamp posts at 
present in Mooroolbark. 
It will save the cost of 
digging up the ones in 
the Lilydale streets, 
and also freight. Let me 
know what you decide.

I have sent instructions re 
wandering stock to the Ranger.

Kevin told me how his parents came to 
be residents of Mooroolbark.

“Dad used to tell the story of how he 
would ride his horse across from Dandenong 
to go to the dances here in Mooroolbark Hall. 
Mum and Dad visited the Pascoes so frequently 
that they really grew up here.” 

“I was born in 1949 and I remember 
on Saturdays Mum and I would travel from 
Hughesdale, where we lived, to Richmond 
station. Dad would finish his Saturday 
morning work at the Argus and meet us 
there. We would visit nearly every weekend 
because Aunt and Uncle Pascoe didn’t keep 
good health.  Dad would help them out with 
many of the chores on their three-quarter acre 
block. He’d trim hedges and help with the 
fruit trees and maintenance jobs associated 
with a large block. Mum would often stay up 
here with her aunt.”

“At the time, it was all farmland. 
Mooroolbark College is now built on land 
that had been farmed by the Blairs. Mum 

would walk there 
from Charles Street. I 
remember feeling that 
for a five year old it 
was a pretty long walk. 
We even used to fish 
under the bridge near 
the railway line. There 
were unmade streets, 
and beautiful flowering 
gum trees in Station 
Street, and a big open-
cut drain.”

“Dad’s aunt and 
uncle died within a 
week of each another 
in 1958, and Dad 
inherited the property. 
He used to always say 

to Mum, ‘We are going home’ … Mooroolbark 
was home.”  

Kevin’s bachelor uncle (his mother’s 
brother), lived with the family.  He got along 
very well with Kevin’s dad, and they shared 
the gardening duties.  Kevin’s uncle was a very 
good gardener and he looked after the flower 
garden, while Kevin’s father maintained the 
small orchard and the veggie garden.  “We had 
a Christmas tree – it was huge – and Dad used 
to put lights on it and everybody in the district 
knew it was Christmas, because the Coleman’s 
tree was lit up.”

After attending Mooroolbark State School 
and then Lilydale High, Kevin started work in 
accounting with the Herald and Weekly Times. 
He completed his accounting qualifications 
then began working for TV station HSV-7, 
where he remained for the next thirty three 
years. He said, “It was a happy day when I 
married Margaret – the boss’s secretary – in 
1977.”

“When Mundai was sold and the land 
subdivided, Margaret and I moved into the 
Edna Walling Estate, Bickleigh Vale. In later 
years the Terrace Shopping Centre and car 
park were built on the site.”

Thanks for sharing your memories, 
Kevin – and best wishes to you and Margaret 
now that you have moved near Ballarat to be 
close to family!

Randall Bourchier

A  G r e a t  B o y h o o d

Bathurst St and Terrace Site 1967

Kevin today

12   LIVINGTODAY

ISSUE 41 OCTOBER 2012

(continued from page 3)



13   LIVINGTODAY

A  G r e a t  B o y h o o d

Dear Coles,
Last year we used our Coles vouchers to purchase a new soccer 

uniform for our school. With only 100 students at our school this was a 
huge boost for our Grade 3 to 6 students who in the past played soccer 
in old woollen, second-hand footy jerseys. The bright, light, blue soccer 
tops made our boys look and feel the part, and they just could not wait 
to start playing. During term two they played several interschool matches 
against larger schools but still managed to win every game; putting all their 
good fortune into the way they looked on and off the field and ultimately 
becoming district champions.

This meant in term three they represented the district at the division 
level against the best teams from other divisions.  Although these games 
were a little tougher and closer in score, our boys from grade 3-6 came 
to be the division winners for the Yarra Ranges region. This has not been 
achieved by our school for over 10 plus years. So last week we took our box 
of old boots donated from students, odd football socks, a new soccer ball 
saved for the occasion and our team in their Coles voucher shirts to play in 
Eastern Regionals. They played against other state schools, including some 
with over 1,000 students where the teams are hand-picked.

I am pleased to let you know they won their first game but lost the 
second and third, thus knocking them out of the finals.

Regardless of the outcome we are so very proud of what they 
achieved and just wanted to thank you for your part in making this year so 
successful. So with the vouchers we have collected this year we hope to 
purchase other sporting uniforms and equipment that will inspire our other 
interschool sports teams to reach the success of this year’s soccer team. We 
thank you so much for your support and wanted you to know how much 
of a difference you have made to our tiny community.

A WINNING TEAM 
says “THANK YOU COLES”

Olympics Day at 
Hansen Park

Yours sincerely
Carolyn Elliot
Principal, Pembroke Primary School

Mitchell

Isla, Charli, Mia, Eden

If you would like to know 
more about Hansen Park 
Preschool, please feel 
welcome to contact Amber
Simmons on 0419 336 155

Olympics Day at 
Hansen Park
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Doug Lewis

On Thursday August 
9th, Hansen Park Preschool 
held its own “Olympics Day”.  
Very wet and cold conditions 
resulted in the day being 
designated an “indoor event” 
but the enthusiasm of all 
concerned was not dampened 
in the slightest. 

Eve r yone  g rea t l y 
appreciated the work done 
by Catherine Reynolds 
in organising this most 
successful event and the 
generous support of many 
committee members and 
parents on the day.

The children were 
divided into four teams and 
participated in events which 
included running, hurdles, 
leap-frog, bowling and 
gymnastics. At the end of the 
day, they were all winners – 
each receiving a gold medal. 
Many of the children were 
sponsored by family and 
friends. Funds raised will be 
put towards the development 
of an outdoor, undercover 

area. It is planned to have 
this new facility completed 
by the end of this year.

Past and present 
commit tee pres idents , 
Rebecca Cannon and 
Amber Simmons, both wish 
to express their thanks to 
Catherine Reynolds and all 
who contributed to making 
this day a most 
memorable event. 
They also wish to 
thank their wonderful 
teaching staff for the 
outstanding work 
they do for the 60 or 
so families connected 
with Hansen Park.

In 2013, Hansen 
Park Preschool will be 
moving to the extended, 
15-hour program for its 
four-year-old groups.
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On Friday August 24th, colleagues, friends and 
community members gathered at the Mooroolbark Community 
Centre to thank Lisa Whitehouse for her most significant 
contribution to community life in our neighbourhood over 
the past four years.  

In her role as regional arts coordinator, Lisa has done 
an outstanding job of managing our community centre and 
the many programs offered both in Mooroolbark and at the 
Montrose Town Centre. In addition she has played a key 
role in facilitating community engagement and procedural  
matters  in a variety of major developments in the local 
area. These include developments that are now coming to 
fruition at Hookey Park, the train station and a number of 
other township projects. On another front, Lisa’s untiring 
commitment to assisting and supporting the work of the 
Celebrate Mooroolbark Committee in further developing our 
local festival has been highly valued and much appreciated 
by all connected with this vital community initiative.

On making a presentation to Lisa, Greg Box (Manager 
of Arts, Culture and Heritage for the Shire) congratulated 
her on the strong and effective leadership she has provided; 
her excellent work in developing the centre’s facilities and 
programs; and her proven capacity to foster strong working 
relationships between council representatives and the many 
community members and groups she has connected with.

Lisa commented, “The friendship and support received 
from the local community and the strong relationships and 
networks that have been built are, for me, a major highlight of 
my work in Mooroolbark. They provide many great memories 
that will remain with me.”

Lisa expects to remain in close contact with the 
Mooroolbark area as she moves into her new role of Strategic 
Projects Coordinator – Parks and Facilities.  This new position 
will see her focusing on completing current major projects 
such as the Pinks Reserve Regional Netball Development 
and working on feasibility studies, community engagement 
and master planning for new major projects.

At the special morning tea on August 24th a number of 
community representatives joined together in congratulating  
Lisa on her appointment to a most important and highly 
challenging new position and in thanking her and wishing her 
every success in her new role. “Many thanks Lisa!”

In 1973, two 17-year-old boys, Marco Mirabella and Patrick Cain, 
wanted to simply play basketball. They decided to set about establishing 
a new team. Most of the boys they recruited were from St Edmunds Youth 
Club. The original team consisted of Marco and Patrick along with Leo 
Mirabella, Lou Malvestuto, Steven Bullen, David Curry, Paul Hickey, Tim 
Kirley and Terry Smart.  The first SEBC women’s teams were established 
in 1975 and the club’s association with Kilsyth Basketball Stadium 
commenced in 1981.

Today, as the club prepares to celebrate its 40 year of history, St. 
Edmunds is the largest club in Kilsyth Basketball with 95 teams, and 767 
junior members in the age range of 4 years to 21years. The club takes 
pride in its early-start program that introduces its youngest players to 
the sport in a non-intimidating, safe 
and fun environment. It works hard 
to develop every aspect of club life 
– recently hosting a coaches clinic, 
headed up by well-known legend of 
Australian basketball, Lindsay Gaze.

On December 15th 2012 
a three-course dinner function 
will be held at the  Yarra Valley 
Racecourse to launch a year-long 
party celebrating the past 40 years 
of club history for the “Saints”. The 
club will give due recognition to the 
outstanding contributions of all the 
volunteers, coaches, team managers, 
parents and past players over the last 
40 years.

Thank You and 
Best Wishes, Lisa

St Edmunds Basketball Club

Celebrating  40  
Years  of Club 
History

Lisa receives some “helpful 
advice” ... along with our best 
wishes

Doug Lewis

Tickets for the dinner are available at just $55 :-
For more information or to book -  visit sebcsaints.com.au ,
email  40years@sebc.com.au or call Jason on 0404 990 161 
SEBC  extends a special thanks to its main sponsor:
Mike Brown - Real Estate Advocacy.    “Many thanks Mike!”

Jason Taylor
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After some years’ absence, Hanna 
Mitchell has returned to work at Mooroolbark 
Early Childhood Education Centre – but in very 
different circumstances.

Hanna, who is a trained speech 
therapist, had travelled to England with her 
science teacher partner, Rob, for a two-year 
working holiday. At the end of that time the 
couple had an offer of work in Oman. They 
decided to spend the next two years in Oman 
prior to coming home, as this presented a great 
opportunity to gather some funds together for 
the purchase of a home on their return to 
Australia.

They had been working in Oman 
for about 18 months when a most 
frightening turn of events took place. 
In November 2010, following a day 
of playing Gaelic football in sweltering 
conditions, Hanna began to experience 
severe headache which led to a CT 
scan being administered. The scan 
revealed that she had suffered a 
stroke. It also revealed a cyst on her 
brain. In a subsequent operation to 
remove the cyst, she had a second 
– and quite debilitating – stroke and 
was placed in intensive care for 10 
days. At that time her life hung 
very much in the balance.

It was at that time Rob 
learned that Hanna had lost the ability to eat, 
talk and walk – with no clear prognosis about 
potential for recovery.   

With her very determined and positive 
attitude and with great support from Rob, 
Hanna has made excellent progress in the 
almost two years since the strokes changed her 
life. She speaks with great resolve when she 
says, “I know things do get better with time. It 
certainly means a lot of hard work ahead, but 
it is well worth it.” 

 
One development 
that provided a real milestone for the 
couple was the fact that after months of 
speech rehabilitation Hanna regained her voice 
sufficiently - just in time to audibly make her 
marriage vows to Rob in July last year.

She continues to make steady progress 
but is resigned to the fact that it will be another 
two years or more before her voice and walking 
ability will be back to full capacity.

Hanna and Rob did manage to purchase 
a house on a bushy acre of land in Kallista. 
They love the green surroundings it provides.

These days, Hanna is very grateful for 
the opportunity she has been given to return 
to MECEC, where she now works two days a 
week as a teacher aide and speech therapist. 
This enables her to ‘keep her hand in’ as she 
looks forward to the day when she can take up 
full time work again.

We wish Hanna all the very best in her 
ongoing struggle towards full recovery and will 
look forward to hearing news of further gains 
in the times ahead.

A Long Road to Recovery 
Doug Lewis

“I do”
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Contributing to the process of identifying • 
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First Sunday of 
each month

Farmers' Market.  Bellbird Park. Swansea Road, next to Lilydale Lake. Combined Rotary 
Clubs. All proceeds to local and overseas projects. 
Contact Bill Sutherland – Ph. 9727 0037

Friday nights during 
school term

Fridays@Kids Domain.  Activities for primary school age kids. 4:00-6:00 pm.
Oxley College Stadium.   Details – Ph. 9726 8111 or www.lmc.org.au

Sept 24 – Oct 5 Creative Capers School Holiday Program. Mooroolbark Community Centre & Montrose 
Town Centre host a range of quality art activities and dynamic performances for children 
aged 5 -12 years. For more information and bookings Ph. 9726 5488 www.yarraranges.
vic.gov.au/mcc/shp

Sept – Dec Red Earth Gallery Exhibitions. Future - Opens 7:00 pm, 26 Sept to 25 Oct.
The Red Earth Gallery’s sixth annual open exhibition and competition. Passion for Painting 
- Eight painters, one passion 30 Oct - 22 Nov. Retrospective - Open 27 Nov to 21 Dec. 
Red Earth Gallery, Mooroolbark Community Centre 9726 5488
www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/reg

Oct 1 & 2 Red Cross Blood Bank Mooroolbark Community Centre. Bookings 131495

Oct 1 Mooroolbark History Group Inc  will have a display at the Yarra Ranges Heritage Network’s 
annual event, 'History Week', being hosted at Gulf Station, Melba Hwy, Yarra Glen,  
11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Entry free. Enquiries Marion Ph 9726  8740

Oct 27 & 28    Book  Launch  -  Mooroolbark History Group Inc will present a parade of “Gowns Through  the 
Decades ” at Mooroolbark Community Centre, Saturday dinner 6:00 pm and Sunday luncheon 
12 noon.  Both events are BYO – Tickets $20.00.  Enquiries Margaret  Ph 9726 4161 or 
Marion Ph 9726 8740

Oct 27 Montrose Concert Series presents Josh Earl vs Australian Women's Weekly Birthday Cake Book. 
Commences 8:00 pm. Tickets  $30 / $24 concession / $18 under 16 years. 
Montrose Town Centre 9761 9133. Book online www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/mtc

Oct 29 A Taste of Ikebana Flower Arranging with Lara Telford Commences 1:00 pm. 
Tickets $15, includes afternoon tea. Montrose Town Centre 9761 9133. Book online
www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/mtc

Oct 2012 – 
Feb 2013

Term Workshops  Commence in October 2012 and February 2013
Mooroolbark Community Centre 9726 5488. www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/mcc 

Oct 2, 10, 23, Nov 
14; 27, Dec 4; 12

Yarra Ranges Council Immunisation Sessions. Information 1300 368 333

Nov 2                          Blue Light DISCO  – Halloween Monster Bash theme. Entry $7; tickets available via
Facebook “Mooroolbark’s Blue light Disco”. Tickets on sale from 15 October.  Join the 
crowd – lots of fun guaranteed.

Nov 4 Music at St Margaret’s, Hull Road Mooroolbark, 2:30 pm.  Guest artist – Harpist Delyth Stafford.

Nov 7  Montrose Movie Club presents 42nd Street - 7:00 pm at Montrose Town Centre. 9761 9133

Nov 8 – 17 Mooroolbark Theatre Group presents the comedy Golden Legion of Cleaning Women by Alan 
Hopgood at the Mooroolbark Community Centre theatre. Table seating and BYO. Tickets are 
$16; concession $14. Refreshments included. Bookings essential: phone Arline on 9726 4282.

Nov 10 Annual Country Fair – St Margaret’s, Hull Rd.  8:30 am - 1:00 pm: a wide variety of 
homemade and second-hand goods, food, a huge hamper competition, and face painting

Nov 22 Community Forum and Quiet Achiever Awards    Mooroolbark Community Centre. 
Commences 7:30 pm. Guest speaker: Dr Michael Carr-Gregg. Entry – gold coin donation.
See page 4 for further details.

Dec 2 Music at St Margaret’s 2:30 pm. Dandenong Ranges Orchestra - Christmas program. Also alternate market.

Dec 7 Community Carols & Twilight Picnic.  Hookey Park. Picnic 6:00 pm. Good food at family-
friendly prices. BYO chairs/rugs. Carols 8:00 pm. Croydon Citizens’ Band, primary school 
items, community carols.

Dec 16 Combined Churches Carols Service commences 7:00 pm. Life Ministry Centre, Old 
Melbourne Rd Chirnside Park. Combined churches choir, carols singing, spectacular sound 
and light show. Free. Further details page 10.

Community Events Calendar 

Our Community Events Calendar offers a service to local clubs and organisations. To include entries for your group’s 
community events in future issues please contact the editor on 9761 1121 or  lewisdm@bigpond.net.au
Note - Living Today is distributed quarterly – in the first week of March, June, September and December. Calendar 
entries need to be lodged one month prior to the distribution date.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Living Today does not publish direct advertising. 
We do, however, greatly appreciate the valuable 
contributions made by those who partner with 
us in serving our local community through this 
magazine.  We acknowledge those partners  in 
each issue.


